
20.  Saul Among The Prophets 

 

1. pages 375-377.  Atlantic City, New Jersey...finally contacted him.  Our recreation 

was composited from several accounts including Harry Houdini, A Magician Among The 

Spirits (New York : Arno Press, 1972), 149-158; Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Edge Of 

The Unknown (New York : G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1930), 33-36; and “Editorial Notes” by 

Houdini, MUM, May, 1923, p.165.  

  

2. page 379.  Arthur Conan Doyle was born....  Details on Conan Doyle’s early life as it 

relates to spiritualism can be found in Kelvin I. Jones, Conan Doyle And The Spirits 

(England: The Aquarian Press, 1989) and Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward Carrington, 

Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932).   

 

3. page 379.   “showed me at last…” Doyle 1887 letter to spiritualist journal Light, cited 

in “The Man Who Believed In Fairies”, by Tom Huntington, Smithsonian, clipping in the 

archives of James Randi. 

 

4.  page 379.  Lord Kitchener...  Kelvin I. Jones, Conan Doyle And The Spirits 

(England: The Aquarian Press, 1989), 110. 

 

5. page 379.  It was his book...knighthood in 1902.  Ibid, 95. 

 



6. page 379.  revived him when...collaboration between the two men.  “Conan Doyle’s 

Collaborator”, The Washington Post, April 10, 1902.  

  

7. page 380.  died after a long bout of tuberculosis... Kelvin I. Jones, Conan Doyle And 

The Spirits (England : The Aquarian Press, 1989), 100. 

 

8. page 380.  married Jean Leckie... Ibid. 

 

9. page 380.  Jean’s friend Lily Loder-Symonds... Ibid, 110-112. 

 

10. page 380.   “Where were they?…signals.”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The New 

Revelation, 1917, 10-11.  Manuscript version in the collection of the Harry Ransom 

Center, University of Texas at Austin. 

 

11. page 380.  On September 7, 1919...Evan Powell...  Kelvin I. Jones, Conan Doyle 

And The Spirits (England : The Aquarian Press, 1989), 134-135. 

 

12. page 380.  “the Lady of the Wigwam.”  Ibid, 135. 

 

13. page 381.  “Therefore my wife…”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The New Revelation, 

1917, 12.  Manuscript version in the collection of the Harry Ransom Center, University 

of Texas at Austin. 

 



14. page 381.   “He carried it…”  Citation from “The Man Who Believed In Fairies”, by 

Tom Huntington, Smithsonian, n.d.,  clipping in the archives of James Randi. 

 

15. page 381.  “With all modesty…”  Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward Carrington, 

Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 23. 

 

16. page 381.  “I have clasped…at his feet.”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Memories & 

Adventures (Boston: Little, Brown, 1924), 402-403.  

 

17. page 381.  “Have you read…”  Houdini to Kellar, January 3, 1918, letter in the 

collection of David Copperfield’s International Museum and Library of the Conjuring 

Arts. 

 

18. page 382.  “Am very busy…”  Houdini to Quincy Kilby, February 26, 1920.   From 

Quincy Kilby’s scrapbook in the Boston Public Library. 

 

19. page 382.  a leading British psychic researcher...  “What the Star Ghost Breaker 

Says About Spirits” by Walter Vogdes, clipping from an unidentified Nashville, 

Tennessee newspaper in the Harvard Theatre Collection in the Pusey Library, Harvard 

University. 

 

20. page 382.  In Berlin once...and had escaped.  Ibid. 

 



21. page 382.  while en route to a performance in Europe...  Hereward Carrington, 

Psychic Oddities (London : Rider and Company), 1952, 62, and, “Did Houdini Have 

Supernatural Powers?”, Man To Man, 1952, clipping in a scrapbook in the collection of 

Roger Dreyer.  See also “Bizarre Experiences Told By Houdini”, unidentified newspaper 

clipping found in the Culliton Archives, now housed at the Conjuring Arts Research 

Center, and “Hunting Ghosts For 30 Years” by Alva Jones, New York Herald, June 17, 

1923. 

 

22. page 382.  “I too would have…”  Harry Houdini, A Magician Among The Spirits 

(New York : Arno Press, 1972), xi. 

 

23. page 382.   “In this frame…” Ibid, xii. 

 

24. pages 382-383.   “Some of our people…” Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward 

Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc.), 1932, 

40. 

 

25. page 383.   “I am afraid…” Ibid, 84. 

 

26. page 383.   “You will note that I am still a sceptic [sic], but a seeker after the 

Truth.”  Houdini to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, March 30, 1920, cited in Bernard M.L. 

Ernst and Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and 

Charles Boni, Inc.), 1932, 85. 



 

27. page 383.  “In a series of 72 clients…” Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward 

Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc.), 1932, 

88.  

 

28. page 383.  “Mrs. Brittain not convincing…” Ibid, 60. 

 

29. page 383. “Sir Arthur told me…” Ibid, 67. 

 

30. page 383. “[Doyle] saw my performance…”  Houdini to Kellar, April 20, 1920, 

letter in the collection of David Copperfield’s International Museum and Library of the 

Conjuring Arts. 

 

31. page 383.   “I heard of your remarkable feat in Bristol…” Bernard M.L. Ernst and 

Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, 

Inc.), 1932, 99. 

 

32. page 383.  “They are too precious…”  Ibid, 96. 

 

33. page 384.   “I went to 100 spiritualistic seances…” Houdini to Robert Gould Shaw, 

July 25, 1920, in the Harvard Theatre Collection in the Pusey Library, Harvard 

University. 

 



34. page 386.  Miracle Mongers and Their Methods....Strong Men, Etc. Harry Houdini, 

Miracle Mongers and Their Methods, (New York: E.P. Dutton, 1921). 

 

35. page 386.   “If Houdini doesn’t…”  Variety, February 4, 1921.  

 

 36. page 386.  “merciless exposure…”  “A Review by Brander Matthews”, New York 

Times, February 20, 1921. 

 

37. page 386.  Oscar Teale...  “The Mystery of Spiritualism – Magic Versus Spiritualism 

(First Installment)” by Oscar S. Teale, The Sphinx, April, 1925, p.46.   

 

38. page 386.  W.S. Davis...  W.S. Davis to Houdini, August 7, 1921, letter in the 

collection of Tom Boldt.  See also “Does Sir Conan Doyle’s Investigations Represent 

True Scientific Research?”, MUM, December, 1919, p.47. 

 

39. page 386.  “I believe you could not…”  Houdini to DeVega, July 27, 1920, from the 

Edwin A. Dawes Collection. 

 

40. page 386.  “Glad to get the confessions…”  Ibid, August 26, 1920. 

 

41. page 386.  “The detailed data you have…” Ibid, January 6, 1921. 

 



42. pages 387-388.  It was only natural...spiritualist doctrine.  Bernard M.L. Ernst and 

Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, 

Inc., 1932), 241-245. 

 

43. page 389.  “Doyle says they play golf…” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Our American 

Adventure (London : Hodder and Stoughton, 1923), 63. 

 

44. page 389.  Doyle was much more impressed...inborn or acquired.”  Bernard M.L. 

Ernst and Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and 

Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 139.  

 

45. page 389.   “I fear that the bogus…” Ibid, 102. 

 

46. page 389.  “There will be nothing...” Ibid. 

 

47. page 390.  “On the other hand…” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Our American 

Adventure (London : Hodder and Stoughton, 1923), 164. 

 

48. page 390.  “clawing, biting…” Ibid, 161. 

 

49. page 390.  “Whether these pictures…” “Dinosaurs Cavort In Film For Doyle”, New 

York Times, June 3, 1922. 

 



50. page 390. “a little mystification…”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to Houdini, June 3, 

1922.  Doyle furnished this open letter to various news agencies and reprinted it in his 

book, Our American Adventure (London : Hodder and Stoughton, 1923), 166-167. 

 

 

51. page 390.  The Lost World...  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Our American Adventure 

(London : Hodder and Stoughton), 1923, 166-167. 

 

52. page 390.  Piltdown Hoax... Richard Milner, The Encyclopedia of Evolution : 

Humanity’s Search for Its Origins (Henry Holt Reference, 1990), 282. 

 

53. page 391.  Edwin Ray Lankester, the director of the British Museum of Natural 

History… Ibid. 

 

54. page 391.  Richard Milner... Citation from Richard Milner’s website : 

www.darwinlive.com/

 

55. page 391.  “Why not come down…”  Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward Carrington, 

Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 155. 

 

56. page 391.  “Houdini, if agreeable…”  Harry Houdini, A Magician Among The 

Spirits (New York : Arno Press, 1972), 150. 

 

http://www.darwinlive.com/


57. page 392.   “Is there any particular…”The Spirits have directed you…”  Ibid, 

155. 

 

58. page 392.  “You are a medium!”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Edge Of The 

Unknown (New York : G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1930), 34.  

 

59. page 392.  “Then he looked up at me…” Ibid. 

 

60. pages 392-393.  “I can see…few of the latter.”  Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward 

Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 

146.  

 

61. page 393.  “I may say that your mother…” Ibid. 

 

62. page 393.  “It confirms me in the belief…”  Harry Houdini, A Magician Among The 

Spirits (New York : Arno Press, 1972), 156. 

 

63. page 393.  “I have been walking on air…” Light, December 4, 1926.  Also see Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle to Harold Kellock, September 19, 1929, letter in the collection of 

the Library of Congress. 

 

64. page 393.  “He stands above some awful…” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Our 

American Adventure (London : Hodder and Stoughton, 1923), 190-191. 



 

65. page 393.   “The very best sensational picture…” Doyle’s blurb was taken frolm a 

letter Doyle sent Houdini that was reprinted in The Sphinx, July, 1922, 163. 

 

66. page 393.   “I have gone far in giving…” Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward 

Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 

141.  

 

67. page 394. “I must do it…” Houdini to W.S. Davis, September 18, 1922. Letter in the 

collection of Tom Boldt. 

 

68. page 394.   “My mind is open…”  “Spirit Compacts Unfilled” by Houdini, 

unidentified newspaper clipping, October 30, 1922, in a Houdini scrapbook in the 

collection of the Library of Congress.  

 

69. page 394.  “I felt rather sore about it…”  Harry Houdini, A Magician Among The 

Spirits (New York : Arno Press, 1972), 156. 

 

70. pages 394-395.  “The method in which Houdini…feelings for him.”  Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle, The Edge Of The Unknown (New York : G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1930), 36. 

  

71. page 395.  “You write that you are very sore…” Harry Houdini, A Magician 

Among The Spirits (New York : Arno Press, 1972), 157. 



 

72. page 395.  “I know you treat this as a religion…” Ibid, 158. 

 

73. page 395.  Bess had used their old second sight non-verbal code...  Ibid, 151. 

 

74. page 395.  “Or let us say a kindlier…” Ibid, 155. 

 

75. page 395.   “I noticed that, at a seance…religious mania.”  Bernard M.L. Ernst and 

Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, 

Inc., 1932), 143. 

 

76. page 396.   “Dear Houdini-Is there any…” Dingwall to Houdini, December 6, 

1922, in the collection of Tom Boldt. 

 

77. page 396.  “Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has repeatedly…” Harry Houdini, A Magician 

Among The Spirits (New York : Arno Press, 1972), 270.  

 

78. page 396.  “THE TRUTH REGARDING SPIRITUAL…” 

Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : 

Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 171. 

 

79. page 396.   “I put this on record…”  Ibid, 172. 

 



80. page 397.  “I am so happy…” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Pheneas Speaks (New York: 

George H. Doran Company, 1927), 57. 

 

81. page 397.  “grey earth…” Ibid, 58. 

 

82. page 398.  “What is this sign…”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Pheneas Speaks, 1, 

manuscript version in the collection of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at 

Austin. 

 

83. page 398. “race. Such a shock!…”  Ibid, 2. 

 

84. page 398.   “This has been…”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Pheneas Speaks (New York 

: George H. Doran Company, 1927), 58. 

 

85. page 398.  “Is it like Atlantis?…”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Pheneas Speaks, 2, 

manuscript version in the collection of the Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at 

Austin. 

 

86. page 398.  “Shall we go to America?…” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Pheneas Speaks 

(New York : George H. Doran Company, 1927), 58. 

 

87. page 399.  “The stars were above…”  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Our Second 

American Adventure (Boston : Little, Brown, And Company, 1924), 80. 



 

88. page 399.  “Mansions in the Sky…” “Mansions in the Sky Like Our Earthly Home 

Says Lady Conan Doyle”, unidentified newspaper clipping in a Houdini scrapbook in the 

collection at the Library of Congress. 

 

89. page 399.   “Conan Doyle has seen fit…”  Joseph F. Rinn, Sixty Years Of Psychical 

Research (New York : Truth Seeker Company, 1950), 422.  

 

90. page 399.  “There are many legends…” “Death By Evil Spirit Possible, Says 

Doyle”, New York Times, April 6, 1923, clipping in a Houdini scrapbook in the collection 

of the Library of Congress. 

 

91. page 399.  “I have found the mediums…” Bernard M.L. Ernst and Hereward 

Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, Inc., 1932), 

191. 

 

92. page 400.  Mary Fairfield McVickers... See Harry Houdini and Joseph Dunninger, 

Houdini’s Spirit World and Dunninger’s Psychic Revelations (New York: Tower, 

reprinted 1968), 93.  Also see Milbourne Christopher, Houdini: The Untold Story (New 

York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1969), p.184, and Kelvin I. Jones, Conan Doyle And The 

Spirits (England: The Aquarian Press, 1989), 134. 

 

 



 

93. page 400.  “DOYLE IN DENVER DEFIES…”  “Doyle In Denver Defies Houdini 

And Offers To Bring Dead Back Again”, Denver Express, May 9, 1923, clipping in a 

Houdini scrapbook in the collection of the Library of Congress. 

 

94. page 400.  “Our relations are certainly curious…”  Bernard M.L. Ernst and 

Hereward Carrington, Houdini And Conan Doyle (New York : Albert and Charles Boni, 

Inc., 1932), 201. 

 

95. pages 400, 402.  “I was surprised…and statements.” Ibid, 202. 

 

96. pages 402-403. “You probably want…to Mrs. Houdini.” Ibid, 203-204.  

 


