23. My Own Secret Service

1. pages 451-453. Walter Lippmann...cellar to roof. Our account of Houdini’s thought
transference experiment was composited from various sources including “Houdini Gives
Ilustration Of ‘Mind Reading’”, Springfield Union, ca. February 10, 1925, clipping in
the collection of the Library of Congress; Harold Kellock, Houdini His Life Story (New
York: Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1928), 352-354; Joseph F. Rinn, Sixty Years Of
Psychical Research (New York: Truth Seeker Company, 1950), 487-492; “Houdini

Reveals He ‘Reads’ Minds”, Houdini Souvenir Program, ca. 1926, 15-16.

2. page 453. “when you turned the doorknob, the door would swing open from what
should have been the hinged side.” This was reported in Patrick Culliton, Houdini
Unlocked, book two, the Secret Confessions of Houdini (Kieran Press & Peter C. Mayer
Rare Editions, Ltd., 1997), 241. Culliton verified that this was an eyewitness account; he
saw the door open this way when he visited Father Charles Bonnano at the address. Also
see William Lindsay Gresham, Houdini: The Man Who Walked Through Walls, (New

York: Macfadden, 1967), 247.

3. page 453. silent homage to Robert-Houdin... For an account of Robert-Houdin’s
clever embellishments to his house see Jean Eugene Robert-Houdin, Secrets of Conjuring

and Magic (London: G. Routledge and Sons, 1878).



4. page 454. Louis C. Kraus, a nephew... Treasury Department “Activities In The

Departments”, Washington Post, August 21, 1927.

5. page 454. had originally wired the house. “Telepathetic Fake Of Houdini Bared”,
Helena Daily Independent, February 28, 1927. Also see “Aid Bares Secret Of Houdini’s
“Telepathy’—Miniature Phone”, Chicago Daily Tribune, February 28, 1927; “Houdini’s
“Thought Reading’ Revealed as Telephone System”, Minneapolis Tribune, March 1,
1927; and “Houdini’s House Wired for Tricks, Aide Discloses”, Minneapolis Daily Star,

February 28, 1927, clipping in the collection of George Daily.

6. page 454. Feri Felix Weiss, who worked... “Scientific Tools of Modern Detectives”
by Feri Felix Weiss, Science and Invention, July 1923, clipping in a Houdini scrapbook
the collection at the Library of Congress. Also see “Accuses Federal Agent”, New York

Times, October 7, 1921.

7. page 454. rewired and made more sophisticated...Amedeo Vacca. Edward F.
Albee to Dave Behler, February 25, 1925, cited in “Letters From The Past” by Richard J.

Weibel, MUM, July 1982, 20.

8. page 454. Before Houdini would come...secret apparatuses. Ibid. Also see
“Behold! A Magician Who Is Modest”, by Bruce Reynolds, Linking Ring December

1947, 23-25, 116-118.
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55. page 470. Grant Code... Thomas R. Tietze, Margery (New York : Harper & Row,

1973), 59.

56. page 471. August 4, 1925...Holmes to think it over. Crandon to Sir Arthur Conan
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