
Epilogue 

 

1. page 551.  Fifty Years after his death... Oxford English Dictionary, Second Editon 

(United Kingdom: Oxford University Publishing, 1986). 

 

2. page 552.  The last years of his life...  For information on Doyle’s last years see Harry 

Price, Leaves From A Psychist’s Case Book (Victor Gollancz Ltd., 1933), and Daniel 

Stashower, Teller Of Tales – The Life of Arthur Conan Doyle (Henry Holt and Co., 

1999). 

 

3. page 552.  Mr. Melton, “has made a sudden...”  An interesting overview of the 

Melton case can be found in “Try The Spirits: The Collapse Of Conan Doyle”, Newcastle 

Inter-Collegiate Christian Union, February 9, 1934, 12, pamphlet in the Harry Price 

collection in the University of London library. 

 

4. pages 552-553.  “There has been some...which they ordain.”  Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle to Walter Gibbons, March 17, 1930, cited in Jeffrey Meikle’s “ ‘Over There’: 

Arthur Conan Doyle and Spiritualism” The Library Chronicle of the University of Texas, 

n.s.# 8 (1974), 22-37; reprinted in Critical Essays on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, ed. Harold 

Orel (New York: G. K. Hall, 1992), 271-81. 

 



5. page 553. Lady Doyle… “perfectly satisfied”… “Sir A.Conan Doyle Speaks”, Daily 

Herald, October 27, 1930, clipping in the Harry Price collection in the University of 

London library. 

 

6. page 553.  “You carry my mantle onward,” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle spirit 

communication to Margery, July 7, 1939.  From the Libbet Crandon de Malamud 

Collection. 

 

7. page 553.  fingerprints of Margery’s dentist  “Ectoplasmic Finger Print War Started 

by ‘Margery’ Is Renewed”, Boston Herald, January 8, 1934.  

 

8. pages 553-554.  Crandon had surgically...seance room.  Grant Code letter, April 28, 

1926 cited in Thomas R. Tietze, Margery (New York: Harper & Row, 1973), 117. 

 

9. page 554. Margery mumbled something...rest of your lives.”  Thomas R. Tietze, 

Margery (New York:  Harper & Row), 1973, 184-185. 

 

10. page 554.  Bess visited Houdini’s former showgirl...  Personal communication from 

Dorothy Young. 

 

11. page 555.  tea room that Bess ran for a short... “Houdini’s Widow Opens An Eerie 

Tea Room”, The World, n.d., clipping in the Harry Price collection in the University of 

London library. 



12. page 555.  In 1930, while visiting Rye Playland... “Recollections Of Harry And 

Bess Houdini” by Marie Hinson Blood, from Kenneth Silverman, Houdini!!! The Career 

Of Erich Weiss (New York : Harper Collins), 1996, 427-428. 

 

13. page 555.  “The International Smileless Man,”  “Uncanonized Saint” by Robert 

Lund, Magicol, August, 1988, 8. 

 

14. pages 555, 557.  Houdini seance...Good Night, Harry!”  “The Final Houdini 

Seance: Taken From The Actual Recording”, Genii Magazine, October 1955, 82-83. 

 

15. page 557.  “There was a time when I wanted…” New York Sunday Mirror, March 

26, 1933, cited in Milbourne Christopher, Mediums, Mystics & The Occult (New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1975), 134. 

 

16. page 557.  “But he was such a handsome young man...” Arnold Furst 

communication cited in Patrick Culliton, Houdini Unlocked, book one, the Tao of 

Houdini (Kieran Press & Peter C. Mayer Rare Editions, Ltd., 1997), 62. 

 

17. page 557.  “The big Palooka left me with files…”  Bess to Dash (Theodore 

Hardeen), October 28, 1942.  Letter in the collection of the Library of Congress. 

 

18. page 559.  Bess tried to come home...  “Mrs. Houdini Died Spiritualism Foe”, New 

York Times, February 27, 1943. 



 

19. page 559.  He played for five years on Broadway... Unidentified newspaper 

clipping in the collection of George Daily. 

 

20. page 559.  Doctor’s Hospital for an operation...  “Hardeen Dies”, The Sphinx, July 

1945, 135. 

 

21. pages 559-560.  October 6 of 1962...Dr. Leopold Weiss exited this world... 

“Doctor, Brother of Houdini, Is Killed in Plunge Uptown”, New York Times, October 7, 

1962.  The details of Leopold’s death were culled from Christy Smith’s interviews of 

current and former residents of Dr. Weiss’s apartment building who recollected the tragic 

incident. 
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